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St Clement,
Truro
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TR1 1TN

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme
Your child has expressed an interest in joining the Duke of Edinburgh (DofE)
scheme; the purpose of this letter is to provide you with more information about
what this entails.
The DofE award is designed to help children from Year 9 onwards to develop skills
for life and work, both as an individual and part of a team. The scheme has been
running for many years and has a superb website (www.dofe.org) which contains
far more detail than I can hope to fit into this letter. It is widely recognised to be a
truly worthwhile undertaking and is an excellent addition to any college
application, University application (there is even a tick box on the official UCAS
forms) or CV. Upon completion of the Bronze award, your child will receive a
certificate, a DofE badge and the opportunity to undertake Silver in Year 10, once
Bronze has completed.
The first three strands of the award are undertaken individually and in the pupil’s
own time. Each child chooses something they would like to do for the Skill, Physical
and Volunteering strands. There are a huge range of activities under each of these
headings and I have attached a document with some ideas for your perusal. Many
pupils select something that they already do (learning a musical instrument, rugby,
surf-lifesaving, the school play, paired reading, baking cakes etc.) for some or all of
these strands. Some pupils, however, take up something new either because they
want a new challenge or because they don’t currently take part in an activity which
is suitable. If your child decides to enrol on the scheme, I would strongly encourage
you to look through the list of ideas with them and help them select an activity
which they will enjoy. If they are lacking inspiration, I am more than happy to talk
through some ideas with them and help them find something that is suitable. Each
of these activities needs to be undertaken for around an hour per week (minimum)
for the duration of 3 months. One activity, of the pupil’s choice, needs to continue
for 6 months in total. Please be aware that pupils need to have completed two of
these activity strands before they are able to undertake any expeditions with us.
Please take note, that when completing a volunteering placement, it is your
responsibility to check its suitability. This encompasses induction, insurances, Health
and Safety and most importantly, Safeguarding. If your son or daughter is working
with someone over the age of 18, you should seek a letter of assurance and check DBS
checks are in place. Please feel free to contact our Designated Safeguard Lead (DSL)
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Mrs Carole Butler for further advise if you should require it
cbutler@penair.cornwall.sch.uk . Please refer to the second page of the consent
section of the official D of E enrolment form below.
The final strand of the award is the Expedition section. The expedition is intended
to teach pupils how to work as part of a team and how to survive on an outdoor
adventure without direct adult supervision. Pupils will spend 2 days and 1 night
(camping) on their expedition. They will complete a practice expedition with
qualified staff first, before they undertake their assessment expedition in small
groups. Both expeditions typically take place between March and June in year 9.
Pupils have to carry all their belongings with them for the 2 days. If you do not have
equipment such as tents, sleeping bags, stoves or rucksacks then we are able to
lend kit to pupils. We have an excellent team of qualified Outdoor Education staff at
Penair and run the expeditions ourselves for a minimal cost (typically around £25
per person).
For your child to get the most out of the award, they will need to commit fully to it.
They will therefore be expected to attend a fortnightly meeting to get some
necessary training and to be provided with support throughout the award. We will
only be able to take pupils out on their training expedition if they have already
completed two of the other strands of their award. For this reason, it is important
that your child gets started as soon as possible after signing up. They will need to
have completed at least two of the other strands of the award before we will take
them on their qualifying expedition.
I have enclosed a number of useful documents in this pack. The programme ideas
and jobs tick-list are for you to keep. If your child decides to enrol, the official DofE
enrolment form and pupil details form need to be returned to me, along with a
registration fee of £21. This fee is to register with the DofE and will get your child
their welcome pack, a 15% discount card for Millett’s, Blacks and Go Outdoors and
also insurance for their expeditions. If the cost of the scheme is a concern for you,
please speak to me about whether your child qualifies for a subsidised place.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me by email
(ltrivett@penair.cornwall.sch.uk) or phone (01872) 274737.
Yours faithfully,
Mr L Trivett
DofE Coordinator
Penair School
Attachments list
1.
2.
3.
4.

Tick-list of jobs
Programme ideas
Official DofE enrolment form
Pupil details form
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Tick-List of Jobs

o Decide on activities for each strand.
o Return enrolment form, pupil details form and £21 cash or
cheque (cheques payable to Penair School) to Ms Bunt. You
can use the SCOpay system too.
o Once the £21 has been received a place will purchased for
you. There will be a limited number of places this year.
o There will then be a short computer room meeting. Details
will be received by email, log onto eDofE and enter details for
Volunteering, Physical and Skills sections.
o Complete aims and objectives of the Expedition. e.g. Flora and
Fauna, wild birds, farming types, rock formations, man-made
features, rivers or photography. Etc etc.
o As soon as the welcome pack is received through this meeting,
start working on each strand:
o Take the log book to the adult in charge at the start.
o Enter timescales into log book.
o Take log book to adult again after 3 / 6 months for them
to sign off the activity.
o Attend training sessions at school as advised through
assemblies / tutor trays.
o Complete at one strand of the award.
o Undertake practice expedition.
o Complete at least two strands of the award.
o Undertake qualifying expedition.
o Complete all four strands of the award.
o Receive Bronze DofE award in assembly.
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Official DofE Participant Enrolment Form
Please print clearly in CAPITALS. You must complete all of the questions.

DofE Centre and group details (if you know them):
DofE Centre:

Penair School

DofE group:

Bronze 2017-18

DofE level:
Bronze

Silver

Gold

Have you registered for any previous levels of the DofE? No

Yes

If YES – please give the name of the DofE Centre you were registered at:
eDofE ID number (if known) :
Personal details:
First name:

Last name:

Gender: Male

Female

Primary language English

Date of Birth:
Welsh

/

/

Other

Date you wish to start your DofE programme if known (enrolment date):
/

/

When you first sign in to eDofE you will be asked to record some personal details such as your
contact details, ethnicity and personal circumstances along with details of any medical needs
you may have. This data is used to enable your Leaders to support you doing your DofE
programme and for the DofE’s statistical and reporting purposes. You will always have a ‘prefer
not to say’ option. The email address provided will be used for all correspondence.
Contact details:
Email address:
Address (line1):
Address (line 2):
Town/City:
County:

Postcode:
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Telephone:

Mobile number:

Emergency contact details:
Emergency Contact name:

Relationship to you:

Emergency contact telephone number(s):

Declaration:

I agree to enrol as a participant on a DofE programme. I understand that I will be managing my
programme using the online eDofE system. I acknowledge that this system has a set of terms
and conditions that I agree to. These terms and conditions are available at www.eDofE.org
Print Name

Signature

Date
/

/

Consent to enrol from parent or guardian (if applicant is under 18 years old).
I agree to my son / daughter / ward doing a DofE programme. I note that it is my responsibility to
check that any activity my son / daughter / ward undertakes for their DofE programme is
appropriately managed and insured, unless the activity is directly managed or organised by their
DofE group, centre or Licensed Organisation.
Print Name

Signature

Date
/

/

Note:
Data supplied on this form and in eDofE and information about DofE activities recorded in eDofE
will be used by the DofE Charity, the Licensed Organisation and DofE centre to monitor and
manage DofE participation and progress by young people and manage and support Leaders.
The DofE Charity will use personal data to communicate useful and relevant information to
either help participants complete a DofE programme, Leaders/LOs to run DofE programmes
more effectively or help the DofE Charity to improve the quality and breadth of its programmes.
Occasionally the DofE Charity may send you information relating to commercial offers. If you do
not wish to receive commercial information from the DofE Charity you can choose not to by
amending your contact preferences in your eDofE profile at any time.
For Licensed Organisation/Centre administration only:
Date registered onto eDofE

/

/

Expected start date

/

/

Participant Fee received

Yes

No

Username
User ID number
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Pupil Details Form

Pupil name:

Date of birth:

Tutor group:

Pupil email address:

Parental email address:

Intended activity for Volunteering section:

Intended activity for Physical section:

Intended activity for Skills section:

Please provide details of any relevant
qualifications or experience for expeditions
(e.g. first aid, family camping or walking
holidays, 10 tors, Scouts etc)
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